Grounded, Entrepreneurial, Nurturing, Innovative, Unique, Sophisticated

MISSION: Education for a better world: to be the number one Global
Academy where students are independent learners in the pursuit of
excellence, encouraging intellectual curiosity, independent thought
and effective learning habits in order to live fulfilling lives whilst creat-
ing a better world for others.

THE ACADEMY COMMUNITY

GEMS World Academy — Dubai (GWA) is a private, Pre-K to Grade
12 co-educational IB continuum day Academy. Established in 2008
as a member of the GEMS Education network of schools, GWA cur-
rently hosts over 1400 students from more than 90 nationalities. We
view our multicultural community as a source of learning as we de-
velop an understanding of what makes people different, while cele-
brating our similarities. Students have access to a broad range of
learning experiences facilitated by a multicultural and multilingual
international staff of educators in a world-class Academy facility. The
IB Learner Profile and GEMS Core Values shape our character ex-
pectations as we aim to develop international mindedness in all
members of our community, students, staff and parents alike.

ACCREDITATION

GWA is authorised by the International Baccalaureate Organization
to offer four IB Programmes to students aged 3 — 18 years old. GWA
is also accredited by the Council of International Schools (CIS) and
the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC).

THE CURRICULUM

GWA offers four International Baccalaureate (IB) programmes: the
Primary Years Programme (PYP), Middle Years Programme (MYP),
Diploma Programme (DP) and Career-related Programme (CP). Fol-
lowing the UAE’s educational guidelines, all students must take Ara-
bic until the end of Grade 9, while students who are citizens of Arabic
speaking countries are required to study Arabic until graduation.
Muslim students study Islamic Education as part of their academic
schedule through to the end of Grade 12. The language of instruction
at the Academy is English. Students in Grades 9-12 follow a univer-
sity preparatory programme culminating in the IB’s full Diploma, Ca-
reer-related or Diploma Courses (Certificate) Programme in addition
to the NEASC-accredited GWA High School Diploma.
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CEO/Principal
[DISETENRENE]
saima.rana@gemseducation.com

Secondary School Principal
Mr. Thomas Meakin
t.meakin_gwa@gemsedu.com

IB Coordinator
Mr. Chris Nitsche
c.nitsche_gwa@gemsedu.com

Senior School Counsellors

Mrs. Angela Infante Blackmer
a.blackmer_gwa@gemsedu.com

Ms. Magdalena Kozlowska
m.kozlowska1_gwa@gemsedu.com

Senior School Secretary
Mrs. Cristina Wyss
c.wyss_gwa@gemsedu.com

Info_gwa@gemsedu.com

www.gemsworldacademy-
dubai.com

CEEB Code: 697067

IB DP: 004438
UCAS: 46011
SPIRIT:
e Excellence e« Consistency
e Authenticity « Diligence
e Dynamism ¢ Humility

GENIUS VALUES:
e Grounded

e Entrepreneurial
e Nurturing

e Innovative

e Unique

e Sophisticated

Student-centered and personalised learning for every student, in a respectful
environment so that all our students are safe, secure and successful
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THE MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME (MYP)

The MYP is a rigorous and innovative five-year
programme for students aged 11-16 (Grades 6-
10 at GWA). Students take one subject from each
of the following eight areas every year: Arts, De-
sign, Health and Physical Education, Individuals
and Societies, Language and Literature, Lan-
guage Acquisition, Mathematics and Science.

The MYP helps every child see their studies
through a global lens to personalise learning. Stu-
dents learn how to conceptualise their under-
standing, think critically about the value of the
content, how the content is presented, and why
they are engaged in every learning activity.

During Grades 9 and 10, students at GWA com-
plete a Personal Project. Through this, students
demonstrate the knowledge and skills they have
acquired in a project that includes a written com-
ponent, a final product, and a reflection on their
work. Throughout their journey in the MYP, GWA
students also have opportunities to take part in a
robust and meaningful Service in Action Pro-
gramme.

THE IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME (DP)

The DP is a demanding university preparatory
programme that leads to external exams. It is de-
signed for highly motivated students in their final
two years of Academy life. The DP curriculum
emphasises critical thinking, intercultural under-
standing, research skills and community service.

The Diploma Programme at GWA has minimum
entrance requirements for Grade 10 students.
Students who do not qualify for the full DP can
enroll in the Diploma Courses (see below). Ap-
proximately 90% of GWA students in Grades 11
and 12 are enrolled in the full DP, with the re-
mainder enrolled in Diploma Courses, or the High
School Diploma route.

The IB Diploma will be awarded to a candidate
provided all of the following requirements have
been met: all CAS requirements, the candidate’s
total points are 24 or more, there is no grade E
awarded for Theory of Knowledge and/or the Ex-
tended Essay, there is no grade 1 awarded in a
subject/level, there are no more than two grade
2’'s awarded (Higher Level (HL) or Standard Level
(SL), there are no more than three grade 3’s or
below awarded (HL or SL), the candidate has
gained 12 points or more in HL subjects, and the
candidate has gained 9 points or more on SL
subjects.

DIPLOMA COURSES PROGRAMME

The Diploma Courses Programme is an alterna-
tive pathway within the DP. Courses students
complete 6 subjects at the SL and sit IB World
Exams in May. Courses students must fulfill all of
their SL courses requirements and complete a
modified CAS portfolio requirement. Diploma
Courses candidates receive a transcript of results
issued by the IB.

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS
GWA High School Diploma students must study
six SL subjects and complete all Creativity, Activi-
ty and Service requirements. They must also
achieve a passing grade of ‘3’ or higher in all their
subjects.

To be awarded a GWA High School Diploma as a
Courses or DP student, candidates must score 3
or higher in his/her DP courses. For Diploma can-
didates, they must also obtain a ‘D’ or higher in
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) and the Extended
Essay (EE)/Research Paper (RP) and complete
all Creativity, Activity and Service requirements.
The GWA High School Diploma is accredited by
CIS and NEASC.

EVALUATION SCHEME

GWA conforms to the IB system with grades
ranging from 7 (high) to 1 (low), with the excep-
tion of TOK and EE which is reported A (high) to
E (low). This system is used for all internal and
external assessments and on official transcripts.
A detailed description of grade descriptors is lo-
cated here:
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/
recognition/assessmentbrief web.pdf.

HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPTS

GWA provides only the end-of-year grades for
grades 9-11 on transcripts. For Grade 12, a mid-
year grade is reported at the end of the first se-
mester, and a final grade is provided at the end of
Grade 12. Final IB grades will be reported directly
to universities via the IB website during the first
week of July following the final exams, and are
not re-



https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/assessmentbrief_web.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/assessmentbrief_web.pdf

DISTANCE/BLENDED LEARNING PERIOD

From March 8 - June 24, 2020, all schools in the
UAE closed due to Covid-19. During this time all
GWA students had access to teachers, lessons,
and learning materials via a well-developed dis-
tance learning programme. Attendance during the
distance learning period averaged 96.6% across
the Secondary School. Some after-school activi-
ties were able to continue in the form of virtual
sessions, but no team sports or group activities
took place as the UAE was under strict lockdown
orders. During the 2020-2021 academic year,
GWA operated in a blended learning format: while
all Grade 9-12 students were permitted to attend
classes in person, some opted to continue dis-
tance learning for one or both semesters. Due to
government safety restrictions, GWA did not offer
in-person team sports, music ensembles, or other
group activities, however, some activities contin-
ued in a virtual format. During the 2021-2022 aca-
demic year, all educational activities have re-
sumed with minimal restrictions, and all students
have returned to campus for in-person learning.
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CLASS RANK & GRADE POINT AVERAGE
¢ We do not report class rank due to the mobili-

ty of our

students and

their educational backgrounds.
e We do not report a GPA, but do provide a
suggested equivalency scale below:

the diversity of

GWA 2020 IB Diploma Programme Results

Suggested
Achievement Equivalent Suggested
GWA Grade - GPA
Descriptor Letter Calculati
Grade alculation
7 Exceptional A+ 4.00
6 Superior A/A- 4.00
5 Very Good B+/B/B- 3.50
4 Satisfactory C+/C 3.00
3 Mediocre C- 2.00
2 Poor E 0.00
1 Very Poor F 0.00
Number of
Total diploma and | Number of | Number of
stugents retake candi- subject candidates
recistered dates regis- entries in who passed
cgistere tered in the | the session the diploma
session
117 92 887 92
Average Aver
Percentage points ob- Highest V; agg
of candidates tained by Diploma %r? edob i
who candidates points aﬂ?ﬁ q tZs
achieved the who awarded to E; h?e od
Diploma achieved the | a candidate | o ac MY
il the Diploma
100% 38 45 6.04
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SELECTED GWA MATRICULATIONS 2014 - 2021

Asia

Hong Kong University of Science & Technology

Koc University
Nanyang Technological University
New York University Shanghai
University of Tsukuba
Yonsei University

Australia/New Zealand
Australian National University
Monash University
University of Auckland
University of Melbourne
University of New South Wales
University of Sydney

Canada
Concordia University
McGill University
McMaster University
University of British Columbia

University of Toronto

University of Waterloo

Europe
Erasmus University — Rotterdam
Copenhagen Business School
Maastricht University

Richard Wagner Conservatory of Music in Vienna

TU Delft
Universita Bocconi

Student-centered and personalised learning for every student, in a respectful
environment so that all our students are safe, secure and successful

Middle East & Africa
American University of Sharjah
Emirates Aviation University
Gulf Medical University
New York University — Abu Dhabi
University of Birmingham - Dubai
University of Cape Town

United Kingdom
Imperial College London
London School of Economics
University of Cambridge
University College London
University of Edinburgh
University of Oxford

USA
Columbia University
Cornell University
Duke University
Georgetown University

New York University

Northeastern University
University of California - Berkeley
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